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Miila Westin - Mythical

The works of this exhibition are based on my master’s thesis where I

discussed how much creative freedom artists can take in myth illustration.
The creatures I have chosen to illustrate for this exhibition represent only
a small portion of the wide range of deities, spirits of death and forest
creatures that appear in Finnish folklore. Why did I choose to illustrate
Finnish myths, or familiarize myselt with our ancient beliefs in general?
I have been interested in cultural history and myths of ditterent

countries, but only in recent vears I have become especially interested in
Finnish paganism. Perhaps my interest towards our ancient history was
awoken by myths of other countries.

My illustration of the Finnish mythical creatures is only one
interpretation and version of them. I have picked up mentions of the
creatures from here and there, and formed them into illustrations of my
own. Since many of the depictions are mixed and contradicting, it is
necessary to make choices when you are making your interpretations.
I have chosen for instance to use the color blue in the characters of the
forest, as the color blue is a typical allusion to the afterlife in Finnish
folklore. In my illustrations I recognize influence from Japanese and
Mexican art for instance, which I have picked up on my travels. Thus I
believe that yvou are allowed to have freedom in artistic interpretations of
myths. As most of the illustration of Finnish folklore I have seen is rather
dark in color, this time I wanted to make the creatures soft, colorful and
friendly. By making that choice some of the characters might not represent
the image ancient people most likely have had.

I want to emphasize that an artist illustrating myths is taking part in a
long continuum of folklore, and brings their own personal view to it. There
are many reasons why myths and folktales should be made into new and
ever changing versions for new generations. Myths have always lived and
changed from one narrator to another. You should thus not be atraid that
you do something wrong or create a wrong kind of illustration. Every
version is a subjective view in any case, and one view is not necessarily
more accurate than another. You should also think whether you want to
study a myth from your own perspective or try to imagine what a creature
was thought to be like in ancient times.

Miila Westin
12 .8.2020, Helsinki



